I-058-001
As required by the Secretary’s Certificate on the EENF, a
potential terminus station at Mystic Valley Parkway/Route 16 has been
considered for this project and is described in Section 3.6, Build
Alternatives.
I-058-002
Updated ridership and person trip estimates are provided in Chapter 3
(Alternatives) Section 3.6, Build Alternatives and in Chapter 5
(Environmental Consequences) Section 5.5, Traffic of the DEIR/EA.
These estimates are reflective of changes made to the proposed
alternatives since the MIS/AA.
I-058-003
The air quality mesoscale (regional) and micoscale (local) air quality
analyses included the impacts of reduction of person-trips due to the
proposed project and is presented in Section 5.6, Air Quality of the
DEIR/EA.
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I-058-004
There is an opportunity to integrate the proposed Somerville Community
Path’s neighborhood connections into the Green Line Extension stations.
The Green Line Extension Project has been coordinated with the
proposed Somerville Community Path project for compatibility. In
addition to the Somerville Community Path, the Green Line Extension
Project has been coordinating the physical integration of the Mystic
Valley Parkway Path with the proposed station at Mystic Valley
Parkway/Route 16, which can help encourage safe and multi-modal
access between these two uses. These multi-use community pathways
are further discussed in Section 3.8, Community Paths of the DEIR/EA.
I-058-005
Phase 1 hazardous materials investigations were performed in order to
identify possible contamination in soil and groundwater that may be
exposed or encountered during the construction of the Project. Proper
handling, treatment, and disposal procedures for hazardous materials
will be in place to address both known and unexpected contamination
encountered during construction. During the preliminary engineering
phase, subsurface investigations will be performed on all areas of
expected soil disturbance to identify any additional areas of
contamination. The hazardous sites identified are discussed in Chapter 4
(Affected Environment) Section 4.16, Hazardous Materials, and potential
impacts to these contaminated sites under each alternative are
discussed in Chapter 5 (Environmental Consequences) Section 5.14,
Hazardous Materials of the DEIR/EA.
I-058-006
Your comment has been addressed in Chapter 4 (Affected Environment)
Section 4.15 and Chapter 5 (Environmental Consequences), Section
5.13, Historic and Archaeological Resources of the DEIR/EA.
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I-058-007
Display ads have been placed in The Medford Transcript in advance of
community meetings.
I-058-008
All of the proposed Green Line stations have been designed to fully
accommodate ADA requirements. Additional information can be found
in Chapter 3 (Alternatives), Section 3.7.3, Stations of the DEIR/EA.
I-058-009
Details on construction and associated mitigation are provided in Section
3.7.6, Construction Sequencing and Staging of the DEIR/EA. Section
3.7.2, Affected Bridges provides a definitive breakdown of bridge
reconstruction required for each alternative.
I-058-010
All municipalities in the MBTA district are charged an assessment for the
transit benefits they receive. This assessment is based on population,
not on the amount of service a municipality receives, and it will not
change based on any increase in service. The assessment would only
increase with an increase in a municipality's population, and the total
assessment charge to all communities can grow no more than 2.5
percent per year. More substantial changes to a municipality's
assessment can only occur through an act of the Legislature.
I-058-011
An in-street running alternative for the Union Square Branch via
Monsignor O'Brien Highway, McGrath Highway and Somerville Avenue
was evaluated early in the project and is described in detail in Appendix
B of the DEIR/EA. This analysis concluded that the in-street alternative
that brought the Union Square Branch directly into the "heart" of
Union Square was not feasible due to its impacts on traffic, parking,
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pedestrian safety and transit operations/reliability. As such, a singletrack "loop" alternative, with portions of in-street running and a station
located along Prospect Street, was evaluated as part of the DEIR/EA
and is described in more detail in Chapter 3 (Alternatives). However,
due to the impacts on traffic, property and transit operations on this
"loop" option, it was determined that the Union Square Branch alternative
that operates exclusively within the MBTA's Fitchburg Commuter Rail
Line is part of the Preferred Alternative. From this route, tunneling
beyond the proposed terminus to get closer to the center of Union
Square was determined to be cost-prohibitive.
I-058-012
Construction noise would be temporary and would occur during daytime
hours to the greatest extent practicable to prevent nighttime noise in
residential areas. Some trees would be removed from the edges of the
right-of-way, but noise barriers and other noise mitigation would be
provided to prevent any long-term noise impacts to residences or other
sensitive receptors. The new retaining walls would include replacement
vegetation as well as noise barriers where needed. Much of the
retaining wall and noise barrier construction is expected to be completed
early in the overall construction duration and as such the noise barriers
will be in place before the Green Line track and station construction is
underway. Noise and vibration impacts are discussed in Section 5.7,
Noise, and Section 5.8, Vibration of the DEIR/EA, respectively.
I-058-013
Lighting impacts are expected to be minor given the existing urban
environment. Lighting will be designed to be downward, and any lighting
impacts will be assessed and mitigated on a case-by-case impacts.

Station designs will minimize light pollution to surrounding neighborhood
of each station, while ensuring that adequate safety lightings measures
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are adhered to. Lighting designs are discussed in Section 3.6.3, Stations
of the DEIR/EA.
I-058-014
Potential vibration impact are assessed in Section 5.8, Vibration of
the DEIR/EA.
I-058-015
Components of the transportation study addressing traffic and parking
can be found in Chapter 4 (Affected Environment) Section 4.6, and
Chapter 5 (Environmental Consequences) Section 5.5, Traffic of the
DEIR/EA. There are no proposed changes to existing bus routes as part
of the Green Line Project as discussed in 5.5.1.5, Public Bus
Transportation of the DEIR/EA.
I-058-016
The Green Line Extension Project has engaged in a full and
comprehensive public process for citizens in each of the affected
communities, including Medford. Please see Section 1.5, Public
Involvement and Agency Coordination of the DEIR/EA for a complete
description of this process.

Green Line Extension Project
Prepared by Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, Inc.

Page 288
October 2009

I-059-001
Potential noise and vibration impact are assessed in Chapter 5
(Environmental Consequences) Sections 5.7, Noise and 5.8, Vibration of
the DEIR/EA, respectively. This assessment considers the number and
time of day of proposed transit operations.
I-059-002
Potential noise and vibration impact are assessed in Chapter 5
(Environmental Consequences) Sections 5.7, Noise and 5.8, Vibration of
the DEIR/EA, respectively. This assessment considers the number and
time of day of proposed transit operations.
I-059-003
Impacts to vegetation and wildlife habitat are discussed in Chapter 5
(Environmental Consequences) Section 5.10, Fish, Wildlife, and Plants
of the DEIR/EA.
I-059-004
The Somerville Community Path has been conceptually designed to
travel parallel to the MBTA’s Lowell Line right-of-way. The construction
of a deck over the railroad corridor has been considered and would be
costly to the project, therefore, tunneling or decking of the railroad rightright-of-way have been removed from consideration.
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